Eastern Washington University

EWU Digital Commons
Student Newspapers

Eastern Washington University Digital History
Collections

1-21-2015

Easterner, Vol. 66, No. 13, January 21, 2015
Associated Students of Eastern Washington University

Follow this and additional works at: https://dc.ewu.edu/student_newspapers
Recommended Citation
Associated Students of Eastern Washington University, "Easterner, Vol. 66, No. 13, January 21, 2015" (2015). Student Newspapers. 824.
https://dc.ewu.edu/student_newspapers/824

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Eastern Washington University Digital History Collections at EWU Digital Commons. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Student Newspapers by an authorized administrator of EWU Digital Commons. For more information, please
contact jotto@ewu.edu.

News: Cellphone ban in
classrooms can influence student
pass rates, Page 3

Sports: EWU women’s
basketball sets records, Page 7

EasternerOnline.com

January 21, 2015

Est. 1916

With unity rises a greater
community on MLK Day

Volume 66, Issue 13

Venky Jois
reaches the
prime of
his college
career
Junior basketball player
Venky Jois credits Australian
sports background for his
preparation
By Elohino Theodore
senior reporter
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A young participant at the MLK Day of Service march holds up a “Black Lives Matter” sign on Jan. 19 in downtown Spokane.

Spokane march symbolizes awareness, need for change in America
By Nathan Peters &
Shawntelle Moncy
for the easterner
Eastern students and
community members participated in the Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service
event at the Spokane Convention Center on Jan. 19.
The event was to commemorate King’s legacy
by celebrating the holiday
through educational and
service-oriented activities.
“Last year we had about
150 [volunteers] and this
year we [had] about 250
going out in the community. I think about 160 of
them are Eastern students
alone,” said Gabby Ryan,
Eagle Volunteer Program
coordinator.
She said this was the
second year Eastern has

organized the community-service projects for the
holiday.
The day started off at 10
a.m. with the unity rally at the
convention center.
After three speeches, everyone in the room left to
begin the unity march. People walked through downtown Spokane to Riverfront
Park around 10:45 a.m.
Last year, approximately
1,200 community members
participated in the unity
march, and about 2,000
people marched this year,
according to Freda Gandy,
executive director of the
Martin Luther King Jr. Family Outreach Center.
“Marches were started
to bring awareness to the
injustice going on. Marches symbolize that we need
to take a stand and that today, is what we do. That

march symbolized that
we’re going to advocate for
justice and we’re going to
advocate for equality and
we’re going to do that the
way that it wwas done in
the 60s,” said Gandy.
Gandy said she has now
coordinated the Day of Service
event for two years.
After the march, people
headed back to the resource
fair in the convention center.
Along with booths of local
businesses and nonprofit organizations, the fair provided
entertainment and light refreshments for participants.
At about 1 p.m., volunteers
were bussed to one of the 13
nonprofit work sites in Spokane County. The service portion lasted until about 4 p.m.
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“
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[We have] never volunteered before,
we feel like it’s important to get
involved in the community.

Nuvia Ramirez

Alpha Phi Sigma Sorority member

STA bus from Eastern to Riverpoint a “complicated” situation
By Mike Hantho
staff writer
The Spokane Transit Authority has recently worked
with representatives of Eastern to establish a more direct
bus route from the Cheney
campus to Riverpoint.
According to Eastern’s
website, the Riverpoint
campus is located in downtown Spokane, a few minutes from I-90 and the bus
plaza. The Phase I Classroom Building at Riverpoint is where EWU’s College of Business and Public
Administration is housed.
LeeAnn Case, associate
vice president for Business
and Auxiliary Services at
EWU in Cheney, said the
issue for students coming
from Riverpoint is changing
Illustration by Joseph Weeden
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buses at the Plaza at night,
when some of the routes
stop running for the day.
According to Case, an issue STA faces is a decrease in
ridership that occurred this
year, offering possible reasons such as favorable weather conditions and lower gas
prices. Case said the current
route to the Riverpoint campus from Cheney involves
taking a bus to the downtown
bus Plaza in Spokane, then
riding the bus on Route 29.
According to the STA’s
website, a trip from the
Cheney campus to the Riverpoint campus would take
approximately 35 minutes
including an approximate
10-minute wait for buses.
Case said Madison Azim,
an ASEWU student services
representative, has been a

large contributor to the project for a bus route from the
Cheney campus to Riverpoint.
“[Azim] has been instrumental in pushing this
issue forward for students
and partnering with STA on
finding non-cost options to
improve the service,” said
Case. “Bus route scheduling is extremely complicated. At EWU, we tend to focus only on the routes that
are highly visible for us,
but STA has to manage the
entire system for Spokane,
the West Plains, Liberty
Lake, the Valley...”
Case said she and her
department remain hopeful
that more information about
the proposed bus route will
be available for release, but
for the time being the process is not finalized.

For more information, visit www.spokanetransit.com or call 509-328-RIDE.

Currently in his third
season with EWU, junior
forward Venky Jois has improved his
game and is
now serving
as one of the
co-captains
of the men’s
basketball
team.
Jois
Eastern
is currently 13-5 in the season.
Jois is a part of the team’s success by averaging 18.9 points
per game while shooting a
field goal percentage of 60
percent. He is also grabbing
7.8 rebounds per game.
“I think this offseason,
I wanted to [pay] special
attention to ball-handling
and movement patterns,
like spins and euro steps,”
said Jois. “Just so I can
move [on] the court better.
I can get to spots on the
floor, now it’s a little bit
easier. Along with working
on just a bit of a hook shot,
kind of a float game”
Head coach Jim Hayford talked about parts of
Jois’ game that he is proud
to see flourishing over the
last few years.
“He’s really disciplined
himself to cut his turnovers
so that we can run offense
through him not only as a
scorer but as a distributer,”
said Hayford. “He made tremendous strides in improving his defensive game.”
This season, Jois had
memorable scoring performances. In the team’s
first regular season game
against Texas Southern
University, Jois scored 22
points on 11 for 18 shooting.
He also scored 20 points in
Eastern’s historic win over
Indiana University.
Jois had back-to-back 38
point performances against
Eastern Oregon University
and Seattle University. He
scored 23 points in a loss to
the University of California last month.
Over the span of his
time at EWU, Jois reminisced about his transition
from Australia to Cheney.
“Culture shock I think
at the start, thrown into a
totally different world,”
said Jois. “Obviously, it was
different, not necessarily a
bad thing. But you tend to
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Upcoming Events:
February
Feb. 3: “Contemporary
Issues in Feminist Research:
Queering the Chili Queens:
Culinary Citizenship through
Food Consciousness in the
New Borderlands.” Norma
Cardenas, Ph.D., discusses
race, sexuality and gender
through feminism. Monroe
Hall 207 from noon to 1 p.m.

Feb. 5: Parent Programs.
EWU Parent Programs allow
parents to have an open stream
of communication between
themselves and the University.
The Parent/Family Connection
Night will be held in Tawanka
Hall 215.
For a full list of events, check
the calender on pages 2-3.

Feb. 5: “Test Anxiety.” This
CAPS workshop is designed
to help students recognize and
shift nervousness and fear that
accompanies exam taking. The
event takes place from noon to
1 p.m. in PUB 261.

OPINION: What MLK
Day means to me
How civil rights, activism
and inequality influence
one another in a modern
world, page 6

For the most up-to-date events
in Cheney and Spokane,
follow us: @EasternerOnline
Illustration by Lauren Campbell

page

NEWS

2

Do you think the Pride Center has a space issue? How should it be improved?

LIVE TWEETS @easterner_news

Friday, Feb. 6

Thursday, Feb. 5

Foghat: Join Nothern Quest Resort & Casino hosts 1970’s hit
band Foghat for a live concert.

Parent Programs: EWU Parent
Programs allow parents to have
an open stream of communication between themselves and
the university. The Parent/Family
Connection Night will be held for
allies to attend.
3 p.m. | Tawanka 215

January 21, 2015

Tickets are available at http://
northernquest.com/entertainment/foghat
7:30 p.m. | Northern Quest
Resort & Casino

Tuesday, Feb. 10

Thursday, Feb. 12

City Council Meeting The Cheney
City Council meets on the second and fourth Tuesday of each
month at 6:00p.m., citizens are
welcome to attend.
6 p.m. | City Hall

“Romantic Relationships: Using
Creativity & Love Language
to Strengthen Bonds.” Having
trouble communicating with that
special someone? The CAPS
psychological service is offering
students the chance to learn
about communication in romantic relationships.
12 p.m. | PUB 261

EWU collaborates with local nonprofits for MLK Day of Service

Photo by Shawntelle Moncy
Participants and volunteers for for MLK Day of Service.

By Katie Dunn
staff writer
A crowd gathered outside the Spokane INB Performing Arts Center on
Jan. 19 preparing for the
unity march in honor of
Martin Luther King Jr., the
kickoff event for the MLK
Day of Service.
For a large-scale event
like this, preparations had
to begin months in advance, said Eagles Volunteers program coordinator

Gabby Ryan.
Members of the Office
of Community Engagement
(OCE) started getting in
touch with nonprofits like
the House of Charity, the
Mission Community Outreach Center and the Martin Luther King Jr. Family Outreach Center back in
October, said Ryan. It was a
group effort sending out the
initial emails and communicating with the nonprofits
for at least one hour weekly.
Ryan said the OCE's

goal when planning was
to reach out to their community partners to see who
was available.
“Since we do it every
year, I think they kind of
plan ahead knowing that
on MLK Day there will be a
day of service,” said Ryan.
MLK Day is a federal
holiday, so schools, post
offices, banks and numerous nonprofits are normally
closed. For this year’s day
of service, 12 nonprofits
stayed open so students

could come and give a hand
where needed, said Ryan.
The nonprofits that the
OCE partnered with focus
on women, children, the
elderly and the hungry. At
these nonprofits, students
were expected to clean, organize donations and help
prepare meals.
Ryan said the OCE sends
out large groups of volunteers for a few hours during these planned single
days of service because it
gets students involved in
volunteer work quickly,
which might lead them to
volunteer again.
In 2014, Spokane’s MLK
Day planning committee,
chaired by MLK Family
Center Executive Director
Freda Gandy, decided to
add a service component
to the day’s events for the
first time, said Director of
the Office of Community
Engagement Molly Ayers in
an email.
“I worked on a subcommittee with faculty and staff
from our Africana Studies
Program and fellow AmeriCorps from Spokane to
plan the first annual service
event,” said Ayers. “We had
a huge response from EWU
students. Last year, over 200
individuals participated —
140 were EWU students.”
Ayers
said
Gandy

wanted to involve more
college students in the
event this year, so for the
2015 MLK Day of Service
EWU collaborated with
Spokane Falls Community
College, Whitworth University, Washington State
University and the local
AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps VISTA members.
The MLK Day of Service is part of United We
Serve, President Barack
Obama's national call to
service initiative that began January 2013.
“Whereas most universities recognize MLK Day as a
day of service, the city actually recognizes that services
should be incorporated into
the MLK Day festivities,”
said Ryan. “This will continue on for many years to
come, and hopefully we’ll
always be a part of the city’s
planning of it.”
The OCE began advertising the event through
social media and fliers
around campus in November, hoping to immediately catch students’
attention, said Ryan. The
majority of EWU volunteers came from clubs,
organizations, residence
halls and Greek chapters
signing up to take over an
entire site for their group.
Approximately
160

EWU students volunteered
at all but four service sites,
which were being covered
by the other universities
and the AmeriCorps.
Whitworth’s Center for
Service-Learning and Community Engagement sent
students to Hearth Homes
and the Transitional Living
Center, which offers shelter
to women and children.
Ryan said this year, WSU
athletics and Black Student
Union drove up to be part
of the MLK festivities.
According to WSU’s
Center for Civic Engagement, WSU students took
part in light cleaning and
maintenance work at the
East Central Community
Center in Spokane.
AmeriCorp and AmeriCorp
VISTA
members
planned to serve Saint Margaret Shelter on MLK Day
as part of their service term,
said Ryan.
“It’s hard getting 250
people around to nonprofits,” said Ryan.
The OCE rented two of
EWU’s recreational buses
to transport 48 volunteers.
Along with transportation,
they paid for food.
“Originally we were going to give them T-shirts,
but as college kids, free food
is always more important,”
said Ryan.

EWU Pride Center hoping to expand its homebase
By Katie Dunn
staff writer
Students visiting Eastern’s Pride Center may find themselves wedged in like
sardines in a can for the center has outgrown its current location.
The center is located in Showalter Hall
105 and has space to seat a dozen people
before students are forced to find room on
the floor.
More than 50 students attend each
meeting and event, said Sandra Williams, Pride Center coordinator. Because
there is no room, Pride Center events are
moved to new locations like the Women’s and Gender Studies lounge in Monroe 207.
According to the Pride Center’s official
website, the center’s grand opening was
during winter quarter of 2010.
“We did fine during the 2010-2011 academic year, but when we held our first
Eagle Pride meeting in the fall of 2011,
there were so many students that showed
up they overflowed into the hall,” said Williams. “We had to move the meeting outdoors onto the lawn. That was my first in-

dication that we had outgrown the space.”
Williams said moving around to different locations for events took away a feeling of safety for some students and they
stopped coming to meetings.
At the end of the 2011-2012 academic
year, the Pride Center staff asked students
if they preferred to hold events in larger
spaces or if they wanted to stay in the center, even if it meant crowding.
Williams said they overwhelmingly
chose to stay in the Pride Center.
After that, Williams said she began
talking to Eastern administration about
finding a larger space for the Pride Center
to accommodate students’ need for space
and safety inside the center.
ASEWU President Dahir “D.J.” Jigre
said the renditions of the PUB remodel include a space for the Pride Center.
Whether the vote for the PUB remodel
passes or not, the Pride Center still needs
more space.
Brendan Hargrave, ASEWU vice president, said the Pride Center moving to a
new location is the first agenda of the Student Union Board of Control.
“The Pride Center has so much more

Photo by Laura Lango
Angela McGeary in the Pride Center's current location, Showalter Hall 105.

that it can offer students in the way of
support and educational programs, but
we are being hampered by the lack of
room,” said Williams. “A larger space
would enable us to more comfortably

To: EWU Campus Community
From: Dr. Colin Ormsby, Vice Provost for Academic Planning, Graduate Education, Grants and
Institutional Research
206 Showalter Hall
Eastern Washington University
Re: Reaccreditation Announcement
The Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities will visit Eastern Washington University
May 4-6, 2015, to conduct its year seven evaluation in compliance with its accreditation
procedures. Currently, EWU is accredited by NWCCU, following the last full-scale Commission
visit in 2006. Anyone wishing to comment about EWU's programs and/or the university is invited
to send written, signed comments directly to the Commission 30 days prior to the scheduled May
4-6 visit. Comments should be sent to: Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities, 8060
165th Avenue N.E., Suite 100, Redmond, WA, 98052-3981.
!

house our weekly Eagle Pride meetings
as well as expand our programming and
offer things like workshops, discussions,
ally training, lectures and a mentor program within the Pride Center space.”

Rarely available awesome
apartments for EWU Students!
Across the street from EWU Campus at 111–119 N. 9th Street.
Fully Furnished, All Utilities Included plus Wifi and Basic Cable,
Off Street Parking, Private suites with private baths and in-bedroom
TV’s furnished. Granite counters and porcelain tile floors.
Individual leases for 10 Months to 2 years.

“The nicest place in Cheney for EWU Students to live”
www.premierstudentliving.com
509-235-1928
Cliff Thompson – The Ivy
2x3, Spec Ad
ADVERTISING\ARCHIVE\CFP ‘14\APRIL ‘14\Cliff Thompson –
The Ivy
KR
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What do you think would be a good cellphone policy in the classroom?

Follow us @EasternerOnline

Sunday, Feb. 15

Thursday, Feb. 12

Thursday, Feb. 19

Deadline for 2015-2016 scholarships for
Eastern Washington University.
12 p.m. | Monroe 207

Miranda Lambert will be in the Spokane
Arena as a part of the Spokane Arena’s
20th Anniversary Season. Lambert will be
accompanied by Justin Moore, Raelynn and
Jukebox Mafia. Tickets are available at www.
spokanearena.com.
7:30 p.m. | Spokane Arena

“Sexy and I Know It.” This workshop is designed to help students develop healthy body
positivity as well as raise self-esteem.
12 p.m. | PUB 261

Low cellphone use in class results in higher grades
By Aaron Bocook
contributing writer
In 2015, most collegeaged students have to
strain to remember life before cellphones.
Though the smartphone may be one of the
most prolific inventions
of modern times, it is not
difficult to understand
why many teachers —
kindergarten to university level — do not want
them in the classroom.
Jim Leigh, a lecturer
in EWU’s math department, said his first year
at Eastern in 2012 he assumed cellphone use
would be under control.
But he soon found that
students who used their
phones during class were
not paying attention.

Halfway through his sec- dance, but overall, banond year, he decided his ning phones in his classes
policy needed
made it easier
an update.
for students to
“[W]hen we
“I
just
focus.
got tired of
This policy
go to a class,
watching peois nothing out
or a meeting,
ple fail,” said
of the ordior
go to lunch nary among
Leigh. “So I
changed it.”
with somebody, Eastern faculLeigh said
ty; many proI think the
once
cellfessors
have
[cellphone]
phones were
a no-phones
should be
absent from
policy printed
his classes, he
turned off and in their class
watched
an
syllabus withput away.”
estimated 40
out any real
to 50 percent
university recpass rate climb
ommendation.
to a 60 to 75
“We don’t
EWU mathematics
percent pass
have
a uniprofessor
rate. He said
versity policy
there are othspecifically
er variables to consider addressing
cellphones
such as different groups in the classroom,” said
of students and atten- Dave Meany, EWU di-

Jim Leigh

rector of media relations. “That is within the
instructor’s purview.”
EWU does have a cellphone policy outside of
the classroom; the University Recreation Center does
not allow cellphones on
the exercise floor. The JFK
Library asks that devices
are set to vibrate when
entering the building and
to keep conversations restricted to certain areas but
in the classroom, there is
no official policy.
Smartphones may be
the wave of the future in education — an article in The
New York Times from Jan. 7
highlights the end of
a 10-year ban on cellphones in New York
City
public
schools.

So my teacher keeps rambling on
and on about how technology is
ruining the world... ugh...
Sounds pretty nuts. Whats the
context?

Something about how cell
phones detract from students
ability to focus in class... I think...
You think?

Results of removing
the cellphone from
the class:

Well i got distracted texting you
while she was talking!
Something tells me that she’s
right lol. pay attention in class!
ttylz

60-75%
Pass Rate

40-50%
Pass Rate

Send

With
phone

CELLPHONES-PAGE 5

Without
phone

Graphic by William Hayden

Teaching the Movement urges change in civil rights education
By Alla Drokina
staff writer

Schools to teach one-hour
lessons on civil rights. Student pairs may teach one
lesson or more throughout
January and February.
“Most people, if they
think about the civil rights
movement, remember two
things: first, that Martin
Luther King had a dream
and second, Rosa Parks
refusing to get off the
bus,” said Shuster.
Shuster said a major-

ity of people’s knowledge
regarding civil rights history includes a few major
figures and events, yet
lacks in deeper knowledge of other forces, facets and faces that worked
together to further the
movement in history.
This lack of understanding and education is why
Teaching the Movement is
spreading to various campuses. Several universities,

Illustration by Kayla Lee

such as Whitworth and
EWU, have expressed interest in implementing the
program to give undergraduates a chance to learn the
curriculum and then pass it
down to a group of children.
“If we can get enough
EWU students interested
in becoming those future
teachers of civil rights
in the classrooms, it’d be
a great program for our
students,” said LaToya
Brackett, Ph.D., Africana
coordinator at EWU. “The
students who would be
teaching in the school
would be learning information. It’s two-fold.”
Shuster stresses that most
students are merely taught a
sanitized and simplified version of the movement.
“Any time we study
social movements, we
shouldn’t simply be studying them as social artifacts, but as possible templates for future change,”
said Shuster.
She draws parallels
from present day inequalities to the civil rights history, claiming the civil rights
movement is not over.
“If you want to know
about Ferguson, ... if you
want to know why there

continues to be, in America, disparities among
race and class, you have
to study the civil rights
movement. If it’s over,
why are black men still
being incarcerated at a
rate that’s three times
that of a white man?” said
Shuster. “These systemic
inequalities persist, and
I think it’s important to
not only look at it as a collective achievement that
happened at great odds
and great expense, but
also an imperative to continue to push forward for
the cause of equality.”
Shuster said she hopes
the lecture will give students an opportunity to become involved in furthering
equality through education.
Shuster has authored
“Teaching the Movement:
The State of Civil Rights
Education,” and continues her research and educational consulting for
various institutions.
“We are truly honored
to host her at EWU and
hope this is the beginning
of an emerging partnership between EWU, local
school districts and the
Southern Poverty Law
Center,” said Ayers.

Expires 2/21
Limit 1 coupon per customer per visit



In 2011, Washington
state received a bad grade
on its report card. A report
published by the Southern
Poverty Law Center gave
Washington state an “F”
on its civil rights history
education curriculum for
grades K-12.
This prompted Noah
Leavitt, associate dean of
students, social engagement, from Whitman College to contact educational
consultant Kate Shuster,
Ph.D., to collaborate and
find a way to change how
the educational system
addresses civil rights history. Together they created Teaching the Movement as a solution to the
issue. It is a program that
prepares college students
to teach civil rights history in local elementary
school classrooms.
Shuster is set to present a lecture on civil rights
movement education titled, “What Do You Know
About the Civil Rights
Movement?” on Jan. 21
in Showalter Auditorium
at 11 a.m. The event is
sponsored by the Office of

Community Engagement,
Africana Education and
Student Activities Involvement and Leadership.
According to Molly
Ayers, director of the
Office of Community
Engagement at EWU,
Shuster is visiting EWU
primarily to meet with the
staff, faculty and students
to discuss the potential
development of a Teaching the Movement Project
here at Eastern. She will
meet with a workgroup
made up of EWU staff,
faculty and students and
local school district administrators (Cheney and
West Valley) to discuss the
current program she has
developed with Whitman
College – Whitman Teaches the Movement.
“We are assessing the
interest of our colleagues
and district partners in
the model and the possibility of developing a
similar program here at
EWU with local school
districts,” said Ayers.
Ayers said the program
recruits, trains and places
100 college students in second, fifth, seventh and 11th
grade classrooms in Whitman and Dayton Public

Papa Joe
Buy

1 Get 1

Free
we accept flex cards!
(Cheney only)
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Limit 1 coupon per customer per visit

Chicken Strip
Basket
Buy

Shop: (509)397-2007
Cell: (509)595-5916

Buy

1 Get 1

Turkey Club
Buy

1 Get 1

Free Free
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Cheeseburger

Free
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$$$$

Good pay depending on Experience

Double
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We have truck driving positions that
need to be filled for harvest help!
Help needed from mid July-mid September(perfect
for students on EWU Summer break!)
Start in Pomeroy and end in
Call or email Nate:
Colfax
nateklaveano@hotmail.com

► of equal or lesser value

Limit 1 coupon per customer per visit

In need of a summer Job??
We need you!

1 Get 1
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Which films will take away an Oscar? Tweet us @EasternerOnline

Black Lives Matter Teach-in sheds light on racial injustice
By Jaclyn Archer & Zoë
Colburn
for the easterner
Approximately 120 students
filled the seats, the back and the
aisles of Patterson 126 to participate in the Black Lives Matter
Teach-In, an event intended to
foster meaningful campus dialogue around racial justice.
On Jan. 16 at 11 a.m., four
panelists from the EWU and Spokane communities presented at
the Teach-In followed by a panel
of four students from Eastern’s
Black Student Union (BSU).
The first presenter was Mary
Lou Johnson from Smart Justice
Spokane, who spoke about ways
to improve and fix the justice
system in the U.S. as well as the
efforts her organization, Smart
Justice Spokane, has made to
attempt to implement some of
those changes in Spokane.
“Our goals are, briefly, to reform the system,” said Johnson.
“We want to achieve racial equity. We want to use non-arrest
and non-jail solutions, increase
treatment, restructure the system and increase employment
for those coming in contact with
the system.”
Johnson asked the audience
what problems they had observed with the current justice
system in the U.S. Two of the
main issues were racial inequity

— people of color are arrested
in significantly higher numbers
than white people — and the use
of arrests and jail sentences for
relatively minor offences. Johnson spoke about both of these
topics in her presentation, focusing on how Smart Justice Spokane’s members believe those
issues and others can be fixed.
After Johnson, Scott Finnie,
Ph.D., director of the Africana
Studies Department at Eastern,
gave his presentation on the history of racism and police brutality in the U.S. Early in his presentation, Finnie mentioned a
conversation he had with EWU
Police Chief Tim Walters on police brutality.
“I was talking with the police
chief last week; he mentioned
the problem is the mentality of
officers,” said Finnie. “When it
changes from guardian to warrior, that’s the issue.”
Problems begin to surface
when that mentality shift combines with racism, corruption
and manipulation, Finnie said.
And while abuse of power and
authority may happen in any
number of settings—politics
and classrooms were two examples Finnie gave—the big question is how to handle it when it
occurs with police officers.
Krista Benson, who followed
Finnie, spoke on the history of
law enforcement’s militariza-

tion coupled with a dispropor- justice, Doležal cited the cases
tionate focus on minority com- of Ethan Couch and Ivins Rosmunities and addressed the ier. Ethan Couch was sentenced
various legal apparatuses that to ten years of probation and
converged to erode individual rehab after killing four people
rights and systemically target in a drunk-driving accident at
people of color.
the age of 16. Ivins Rosier, also
According
to
16 when he shot a
Benson, the first
retired police dog
“stop and frisk” “I was talking with while committing
law, a measure the police chief last a burglary, was
that allows law week; he mentioned sentenced 23 years
enforcement
ofin prison. Couch
the problem is
ficers to stop anywas white, Rossier
the mentality of
one on the street
was black.
and frisk them for
All four speakofficers. When
contraband,
was
ers,
the inequity
it changes from
enacted in 1964. By
in sentencing is
guardian to
1968,
provisions
really only the
warrior, that’s
requiring law entip of the iceberg
forcement to have
in regards to isthe issue.”
“reasonable suspisues of racism in
cion” that the perlaw enforcement,
son was engaged
and the justice
in criminal activity
system in genDirector of EWU Africana
were removed.
eral. According to
Studies Department
Rachel Doležal,
Doležal, the same
president of the
number of blacks
Spokane NAACP
are killed by law
chapter, was the final speaker.
enforcement today as were
“Silence is consent,” said lynched during the height of the
Doležal, emphasizing the need lynching era.
for everyone to speak out
Doležal suggested the unagainst injustice. She also spoke dervaluing of black life is not
on the disproportionate sentenc- only a mindset within the jusing of African-Americans for tice system, but ingrained in
comparatively minor crimes in western culture. Doležal noted
comparison to white Americans. how the heavy news coverage of
As an example of this racial the Charlie Hedbo massacre, in
disparity in the application of which twelve were killed, com-

Dr. Scott Finnie

pletely eclipsed news coverage
of the Boko Haram massacre
in Nigeria, in which more than
2,000 people were brutally murdered. Doležal said this disparity of coverage exemplifies the
many ways in which black lives
are undervalued and ignored,
even in the face of great tragedy.
After the presenters, a panel
of students from the BSU responded to the presentations.
The panel included Satori Butler, Arial McMillan, Lanae Dedmond and community member
Joseph King.
The panel was a reaction and
a discussion in conjunction with
the presentations.
McMillan spoke on the adversarial nature of most discussions around racial injustice.
“The thing that disturbs me the
most comes down to the instant
reactions and the blockades we
put up. We don’t listen to each
other,” said McMillan.
Nick Bickley, an EWU police patrol officer, attended the
Teach-In along with Chief of
Police Tim Walters. Bickley said
he would attend another Black
Lives Matter event.
“I think it’s important to be
educated on both sides,” said
Bickley. “... [W]e have the ability to take people’s freedom
away, and that’s a big deal. So
should police officers be held to
a higher standard? Absolutely.”

Whiplash, the underdog for 2014 Oscars Cellobration Spokane
With the Academy Award
nominations for best picture
now upon us, “Whiplash” seems
to be one of
the weakest
among them.
With powerhouse films
such as “Birdman”
and
“The Theory
of
Everything” vying
Chris Mudd
for the best
picture award
this year, “Whiplash” doesn’t
have the momentum to take the
victory. This by no means indicates that it is a bad film, far
from it, in fact.
Director Damien Chazelle
paints a beautiful portrait of the
competitive college music scene
but does so in a way that doesn’t
feel like a rehash of “Drumline.”
It feels like a traditional college
sports movie, but it is much
more character-driven. The film
rides on the two lead actors who
both deliver some of the best
performances of the year.
The main character is Andrew, played by Miles Teller,
who we will no doubt be seeing
in more films. His MacBethiandrive to acquire and then maintain his first seat position in his

school’s prestigious jazz band former. It is delivered in a way
drives him to near madness.
that is relatively legitimate, alWe, as the audience, watch a though fans and members of
struggle that seems all too famil- the band community may find
iar as his ambitions get the bet- inconsistencies and a little dister of him. It’s not hard to project honesty in some key scenes. As
our own perspectives and expe- someone who isn’t plugged in
riences into the film.
with the band community, I
Despite Teller’s excellent per- didn’t notice much, but some
formance, it is J.K. Simmons’ musicians have criticized the
performance as the cruel and film for some syncing probimmensely intimidating Fletch- lems with the sound of the
er, director of the jazz
movie and the actual
band, that really carsounds being played
ries the film forward. “While I find on the instruments.
His performance alone
My only other
the dilemma
is worth the ticket
complaint about the
of the main film is a minor one,
price. I can honestly
character
say his character is
in that, while I find
one of the most intense relatable, the the dilemma of the
characters I’ve ever
main character recharacter
seen on the screen. The
latable, the charachimself is
early days of Jonah
ter himself is quite
Jameson’s career be- quite a jerk.” a jerk. His passion
ing defined by his role
and willpower lead
in the original “Spider
him down a path
Man” films may be far
which at first seems
Mudd Reviews
behind him.
optimistic, but some
The mental spardecisions he makes
ring between Andrew
along the way don’t
and Fletcher is invigorating to make any logical sense. Even in
watch. The film had me on the his madness, the logic does not
edge of my seat from the start.
play out in a feasible way.
Obviously, the music of the
This film is absolutely worth
film plays a huge role, consider- seeing and is worthy of the Oscar
ing the plot revolves around a nod. Only time will tell if it can
college drummer and jazz per- stand up to the other nominees.

Chris Mudd

brings Schubert to EWU
By Jaclyn Archer
eagle life editor
Every seat in the Music
Building’s recital hall was
filled. By the time 7:30 rolled
around and the CELLObration
Spokane concert was slated to
start, audience members were
still trickling in, filling in the
back of the hall and spilling
into the aisles
On Jan. 17, John Marshall,
D.M., professor of cello at Eastern and principal cellist with
the Spokane Symphony Orchestra, welcomed the full house to
listen to over fifty high school
and middle school students,
college students and, according
to Marshall, “about three quarters of the Spokane Symphony”
play a 90-minute concert.
The concert opened with
Franz Schubert’s “Quintet in
C Major, Op. 163.” Marshall
spoke about his love of the
piece, for which he played one
of the two cello parts, introducing the second movement as
“the picture of stillness” and
the third movement as “19th
century rock ‘n’ roll.”
The Quintet was followed by

a short intermission after which
local high school and middle
school students, along with cellists from both EWU and WSU,
joined professional musicians
from the Spokane Symphony to
play various dances, classical
and pop music arrangements for
cello. Three of the pieces were
arranged by Marshall himself.
“The high school students
came from all over the Spokane
schools, and also included some
students from the Tri-Cities and
CDA schools,” said Marshall.
“My goal is to get cello students
from as far across the region
as possible.”
Marshall said similar cello
festivals take place in the midwest and eastern U.S. which are
larger than CELLObration, and
Central Washington University
holds its own biennial cello celebration. Still, CELLObration,
which started in 2001, holds the
distinction of being “the largest annual cello gathering in
the west.”
The concert ended with
“CELLObration Girls,” an arrangement by Marshall of the
1965 pop hit “California Girls,”
by The Beach Boys.
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CELLPHONES:

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
The National Education
Association also published
articles recently about the
usefulness of smart phones
as a tool in the classroom,
especially when a lack
of funding limits access
to laptops.
Many colleges and universities, including Eastern, have mobile alert systems that notify students,
faculty and staff of emergencies and safety situations on campus.
For now though, Eastern students can expect
varying cellphone policies
in the classroom.
Leigh said he understands the usefulness of
cellphones. He knows
emergencies arise. There
are many students who
are also parents. In these
cases, he only asks that
calls be taken in the hallway and that devices are
set to vibrate.
“I think cellphones are
wonderful because they
keep us in touch with
things that are important,”
said Leigh. “But when we
go to a class, or a meeting, or go to lunch with
somebody, I think the [cellphone] should be turned
off and put away.”

UNITY:

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
“[We have] never volunteered before, we feel
like it’s important to get involved in the community,” said Nuvia Ramirez, Alpha Phi Sigma Sorority
member. Along with Alpha Phi Sigma, nine other
student organizations from Eastern volunteered for
the service portion of the event.
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Martin Luther King Jr. and the legacy of American history
By Jaclyn Archer
eagle life editor
Allow me to make a confession: I’ve never been
very engaged in MLK Day. Growing up, I certainly
enjoyed the time off from school, but I didn’t really
acknowledge the day in any
meaningful way, except occasionally attending lectures or
presentations for which I would
more than likely receive extra
credit in one of my classes.
The reason I didn’t engage
in MLK Day was simple: I was
ashamed.
Every year in thousands, if
not millions, of communities
around the United States, MarArcher
tin Luther King Jr. Day serves
as the kickoff to Black History Month. Every February
my history classes studied King and Rosa Parks, and
watched black and white videos of light grey people
chanting epithets and wielding fire hoses, and dark
grey people being bowled over by water and ripped
at by dogs. As the sole representative of the dark
grey people on the screen, the only black person with
whom most of my peers had any meaningful contact,
all eyes were trained on me.
I could feel my classmates observing my reactions,
gauging my response to the “I Have a Dream Speech.”
“Hey Jaclyn, he’s talking about you!” one classmate
exclaimed. There was no malice in his voice, but I still
felt embarrassed.
My embarrassment turned to shame as I came to
understand that my classmates viewed February as
“my” month. I was Black, so Black history was “my”

history. I put up with the unwanted spotlight year after year, hiding when I could, keeping my head down.
There’s something terribly unsettling about being told, explicitly or implicitly, that you are fundamentally “other,” irrevocably different from all your
closest friends and neighbors for a solid month out of
every year (as if the little everyday reminders weren’t
enough). The “otherness” becomes internalized, and
embarrassment turns to shame. Shame for who you
are. Shame for not being the same.
Then I started college, and for the first time I heard
the question that would simultaneously disturb me
and shake me from my misguided mindset. Someone
in class asked, “Why don’t we have a White history
month?”
Why indeed. “Well,” I reasoned, “why do we need
one?”
Black history month was established to acknowledge and educate about the historical and social
impact of a group of Americans neglected by the history books. With the exception of a few sidebars and
some big names, the history of Black Americans goes
largely untouched by the American education system,
except to remind us of our past as slaves, servants,
domestics and victims of social disenfranchisement.
But we did so much more than that. We shaped the
culture of America. We redefined American music,
inventing rock ‘n’ roll, blues, jazz, Motown, rap and
hip-hop. We physically and economically built this
nation, not only during our time in servitude, but
for generations afterward. We were intellectuals and
farmers and teaches and activists. We fought in both
World Wars and afterwards fought at home for our
slice of the American dream.
Black Americans are first and foremost American.
Getting a month to tell our story was a start, but I

think we need to go further. We’ve integrated the
schools, but not our textbooks and not our curriculums. Black history is American history, and classes
dealing with the black experience shouldn’t be “electives,” they should be a part of basic education.
My shame over black history month stemmed from
a feeling of “otherness,” but I’m not “other.” I am an
American, and proud to be so. Martin Luther King
Jr. Day is not just black history, he is our history. It’s
time we embraced him that way.

Civil rights are everyone’s issue
By Eric Long
chief copy editor
I cannot walk in the shoes of a black
man or woman and tell whomever is
reading this what
it is like to be of a
different color in
the 21st century. I
cannot go back in
time and experience the horrors
and inhumanity of
slavery. I cannot sit
here as I type in this
coffee shop and feel
judged for the color
Long
of my skin. I am
white, I am male, and I am privileged
but not in every aspect.
Although things are looking up for
the LGBTQIA community, it still faces
hate and disapproval in the eyes of
many in this country. While we move
toward equality, we feel the pressure
of conservative groups pushing back
on the years of progress that have been
made. Marriage equality is now in 72
percent of our states, but there is still a
battle to fight.
I see the same conservative push
being put on the black community and
other minority groups. When I turn on
the news, it feels like I have taken a step
back in time, a time where people were
persecuted just by the color of their skin
or by the ones they love. But it was also
a time of action, a time where people
like Rosa Parks, the Stonewall rioters
and Malcolm X stood up to authority
and fought for basic human liberty.

Some say the civil rights movement
of today is the push for LGBTQIA
equality, some say it is still the ongoing
fight for racial equality. I will admit, I
was a true believer of the former, but
the recent events that have unfolded
in the past couple of years have shown
me differently. The civil rights movement today is the fight for the equality
of all human beings, regardless of race,
sexual orientation, religion or gender.
“It’s almost as if the historic progression, the historic footprints, limit
people’s view of what that seed that
got planted, what that harvest should
really look like,” said Scott Finnie,
Ph.D., director and professor of Africana education. “[T]he harvest should
be much more broader and be much
more inclusive …”
Finnie said the civil rights movement opened a door but that door is
being stretched and widened to include
human rights and the needs of diverse
interests groups who “know oppression just because of wide variations of
being left out.”
Strip us down to our basic elements
and we’re all just carbon-based lifeforms, roaming the Earth without a
purpose, trying to find one. Toss in the
idea of a society, add in a government,
laws, class structures, among other
things, that make up the world we live
in today and people become stratified.
We are no longer just humans without
a purpose. Our purpose is defined for
us by society.
Some of us in this country are
instantly cast out of societal “norms”
when we are born because of skin color. Others, such as myself, are tossed

out of moral “norms” just because we
don’t fit the “straight” status quo. Society in this country — though slowly
changing for the better — chooses our
purpose, but we’ve been fighting back.
Those of us in the fight have proven
so much in the past 15 years. We’ve
proven that a black man can become the
president of the United States, we’ve
proven that gay men can be great at
football and we’ve proven a person of
hispanic descent can become a Supreme
Court justice. These, among others, are
huge steps in a fight that has been going
on for well over 60 years.
“If I was the sort of person to
separate out based on issues as they
mattered to me, without caring for
anything else, I wouldn’t have anybody
to stand with me because I’m third
gendered, I’m asexual, I’m aromantic,
I’m of multi-racial descent, I consider
myself largely religious,” said Fira
Hedlund, a student employee for the
Pride Center. “If I tried to insist that
those are the only causes I’m going to
stand for, I would be alone. And it’s
when you’re alone that you get attacked and run the worst risk of actual
harm to yourself.”
Those who believe the civil rights
fight of today is an either-or fight were
not paying attention.
All who are fighting for basic human rights and equality need to come
together. Each movement is only as
powerful as the next. Put these movements together, one big movement for
equality, and change will be made.
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or less and typed, or legibly
handwritten.
-Include your full name,
signature, telephone number
and email address for
verification.
-We reserve the right not to
publish letters; furthermore, all
letters are subject to editing.
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Easterner Asks: What does Martin Luther King Jr. Day mean to you?
“It’s just a reminder to be
thankful for what we have
today. Friends that I have
who are African-American,
who I hang out with on a
daily basis, and that not
being a taboo or anything.
I’m thankful for what he
did and everything.”

“Well it’s an opportunity to
reflect on the achievements
that Martin Luther King
accomplished for social justice,
but it’s also an opportunity
to think about what we can
do today to accomplish his
goals for social justice and
ensuring that all of us are able
to receive our civil rights.”

“It’s a day where we
can remember coming
together as a nation.
For me, it’s not as
much about Martin
Luther King as it is
about what he did.”

Matt Danis
Freshman

Charles Green
Graduate Student

Steven Olds
Sophomore

Editorial Policy: Opinion articles and letters to the editor do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of The Easterner, its staff members or Eastern Washington University.
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Larry Weir 2014
Broadcaster of the Year
By Elohino Theodore
senior reporter
The radio play-by-play voice
of EWU, Larry Weir, was selected
by the National Sportscasters and
Sportswriters Association to be the
2014 Washington Broadcaster of
the Year.
“It was really kind of a neat
thing for me,” said Weir. “Most of
the time the people that win in the
state of Washington are guys that
have a whole statewide audience.
So it’s pretty rare for somebody to
not have a statewide audience to
win this award.”
This award has been more than
just the prestige for Weir.
“It’s also special to me because
my mentor, Bob Robertson, who
did Washington State [University]
games for many, many years,” said
Weir. “He’s who I grew up listening
to, and he won that award. So for me
to win something he won so many
times is special.”
Weir has been a finalist for this
award in the past, but this is his first
time winning. He has called almost
600 Eastern men’s basketball games
and 285 Eastern football games.
Weir got into broadcasting after
high school; he got his first start in
Toppenish, Washington, covering a
Native-American basketball tournament at a local radio station. Weir
continued to work at the radio station while he attended Walla Walla
Community College.
“I drove from Walla Walla to Toppenish and [broadcast] high school
games and just kind of went from
there,” said Weir.
After receiving his Associate of
Arts degree from Walla Walla Community College, Weir attended EWU.
The fall quarter of his junior year, he
got a full-time job in Yakima, Washington, as a disc-jockey on the radio.
Weir has been the radio play-byplay broadcaster for Eastern since

1991. He is currently in his 22nd
season calling EWU men’s basketball games. He also just recently finished his 24th season calling EWU
football games.
Weir talked about his motivations
as a broadcaster.
“The main thing that motivates
me is just not wanting to sound
bad to the people that are listening,” said Weir. “I want to make
the best description of the game as
I possibly can, and so that’s what
motivates me.”
Weir also expressed the love he
has for his career.
“I get paid to watch ball games,”
said Weir. “So that’s one thing, and
then the other thing that’s probably
more important is the relationships
that develop between coaches and
players and myself.”
EWU Director of Athletics Bill
Chaves explained how the university is represented with Weir receiving
this honor.
“It’s exciting,” said Chaves. “A lot
of years of excellence have gone into
him being honored this way. He’s
just really good at what he does, and
he loves Eastern, and he’s done it for
basically a quarter-century.”
Chaves said the public and the
EWU community responded to the
news on social media.
“… I’m on Twitter and so I made
sure and congratulated him,” said
Chaves. “There was a number of favorites [on that tweet]. I think he’s
just so well-liked by our fan base.”
Weir had some advice to students
that want to become play-by-play
broadcasters and radio hosts.
“I tell young broadcasters all the
time, if you’re at a ball game, try to
do some play-by-play in your head.
And if you have an opportunity to
go and sit someplace and do it into a
recorder, that’s good too,” said Weir.
“Practice is the best way to get better. Find your style, and then work
on improving that style.”

Photo by GoEags.com
Larry Weir broadcasts during a game.

Women’s basketball sets records against
Portland State, fall to Sacramento State
By Brandon Cline
staff writer
After starting the Big Sky conference season 3-0, EWU’s women’s basketball team headed into
Martin Luther King Jr. weekend
with home matchups against Portland State and Sacramento State.
It was a record-setting night on
Jan. 15 as the Eagles beat Portland
State University, 101-54, at Reese
Court, where they improved to
6-1 at home. The 101 points scored
were the fourth most in program
history and the third most in
games that ended in regulation.
The 60 first-half points were the
most scored in a half under coach
Wendy Schuller.
Senior Lexie Nelson led a balanced Eagles scoring attack, scor-

ing 22 points on 6-9 shooting, as
well as going a perfect 7-7 at the
free throw line. Hayley Hodgins
poured in 20 points, missing only
one of her seven field goal attempts and going 3-3 from the
three-point range. Three other Eagles scored in double figures, and
EWU as a team shot 68 percent
from the field, including 68.8 percent beyond the three-point line.
With Portland State down two
points with 15:30 left in the first
half, a Melissa Williams jumpshot ignited a 52-18 Eagles run to
close out the half and essentially
put the game out of reach. EWU
led for all but 12 seconds of the
game, and led by as much as 51
points during the second half.
“I think it started in practice.
We had a good week of practice,

focused and coach really got on
us, made sure we were prepared
and ready to go. As a team, we
came out with high energy, and
we knew right from the start we
wanted to jump right on them,”
said Nelson, who scored 18 of her
22 points in the first half.
EWU faced much stiffer
competition on Jan. 17 playing
against Sacramento State, a team
full of energy after winning
three of their first four Big Sky
games. After trailing nearly all of
the first half and committing 17
turnovers, the Eagles went into
halftime down three points, even
though they shot 48.1 percent
from the field, compared to 35.1
percent from Sacramento State.

WOMEN’S B-BALL- PAGE 8

Photo by Anna Mills
Kiana Brown heads past Portland State’s Lauren Holt.

It’s time to say ‘bye’ to the Pro Bowl
By Brandon Cline
staff writer
As the first of two weeks of preparation
for Super Bowl XLIX winds down, the attention turns to University of Phoenix Stadium, the site of this year’s Super Bowl,
where a game of no importance, the Pro
Bowl, still catches the eyes of millions.
The Pro Bowl has been a steady fixture in the NFL and professional football
since 1951, and the time has come for the
event to end somewhat on top, before
terrible injury or extreme lack of effort
do it in — as they inevitably will.
The game has always been meant for
the fans, but the well-being of the players
should trump all else. Fans and players
alike criticized the effort of the players in
the 2012 Pro Bowl, as the AFC beat the
NFC, 59-41.
Simon Samano, formerly of NFL.com,
said about the game: “Players love the trip
to Hawaii but don’t care for the game itself. They have no desire to risk injury in
a ‘meaningless’ game, which is why they
don’t play hard, which is how you end up

with 59-41 as the final score. It’s that lack of
effort that caused fans to boo during portions of this year’s game.”
For the players though, it’s a catch-22.
If they play hard and give the fans a good
game, it also means they are risking their
bodies over a meaningless game, when
some players have already played up to 23
games since the preseason began in August.
However, if the players restrain themselves and let their bodies come first, the
level of effort drops considerably and is
glaringly noticeable by the fans who paid
money to be in attendance and the fans
wanting to watch their favorite players on
TV one last time that season.
With the complex nature of it all, the
game itself needs to be replaced with
an event that is both entertaining to the
fans and safe for the players. An extensive skills competition would be an answer to that problem.
The NFL discontinued the Pro Bowl
skills competition in 2007. The event was
never close to reaching its full potential.
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Men’s basketball snap undefeated conference record
By Fetlew Gebreziabher
online sports editor
EWU’s men’s basketball team returns to Reese
Court for a three-game homestand after splitting their
two-game road trip last week.
The Eagles defeated the Portland State Vikings, 9285, on Jan. 15 to stay undefeated in conference play,
despite losing junior forward Venky Jois to an ankle
injury nine minutes into the first half, according to
goeags.com.
"It’s not going to be easy on the road and we
weathered the storm. They hit some crazy shots, but
we played well,” said head coach Jim Hayford.
Junior guard Tyler Harvey, who leads the team in
scoring, shot just 3 for 5 from the field, but the Eagles
still lead 42-29 lead at halftime. Harvey finished with
23 points to lead all scores.
"We’re a year older and a year more mature. The
players were saying at halftime that we’ve been here
before. We knew they were going to amp up the pressure and they did that in the second half. But Parker
[Kelly] answered with some big shots and Tyler [Harvey] got it going. Then we were really good at the free
throw line down the stretch."
With Jois out, it was up and true freshman forward Bogdan Bliznyuk to step up and help his team.
Bliznyuk finished with a season-high 18 points.
Senior guard Parker Kelly also finished with a season-high 19 points to help beat the Vikings.
The Eagles, who were ranked a season-high 13th
according to a collegeinsider.com mid-major poll,
squared off with the Hornets of Sacramento State
University on Jan. 17, but their hot shooting would
cool down.
The Hornets shot lights out finishing the game
shooting over 60 percent from the field and over 50
percent from the three-point mark.
Sophomore forward Ognjen Miljkovic, who started
for the injured Jois, finished with 11 points off 3 of 11
shooting in 24 minutes.
Bliznyuk came off the bench to tie his season-high of
19 points, but that was not enough to stop the Hornets.
“Sacramento State played a really good game,”
said Hayford. “Everybody says you have to defend
your home court, but you have to do it with spirit,
passion and toughness, and they did that.”
The Eagles will put their undefeated home record
on the line when they face Northern Colorado University on Jan. 22.

Photo by goeags.com

EWU guard Tyler Harvey rushes the ball down court.
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The Eagles came out determined in the second half as they took the lead and eventually expanded it to 10 points with 8:35 left in the game.
But Sacramento State chipped away at the lead
and tied the game at 67 with 58 seconds remaining. During the final minute, Sacramento State
went 4-6 from the line and sealed the game with
a breakaway layup with two seconds remaining,
taking down the Eagles, 73-67.
The loss dropped EWU to 11-5 overall, and
4-1 in conference play. The loss also ended the
Eagles’ seven-game winning streak, which
dated back to Dec. 17. The Eagles committed 28 turnovers in the game and forced only
eight. Although EWU outrebounded Sacramento State 51-31, they allowed Sacramento
State to grab 14 offensive rebounds to their 12.
The Eagles made only one of their 10 threepoint attempts and were 0-4 in the first half.
Hayley Hodgins led EWU in scoring
with 27 points on 11-15 shooting to go
along with six rebounds. Melissa Williams
recorded a double-double as she scored 10
points and grabbed 14 rebounds. Hodgins
and Williams combined to shoot 16-24, 66.7
percent, while the rest of the team shot 1131, 35.5 percent.
On the loss, Coach Schuller said, “That
game came down to which team was able to
make more plays at the end. They had some
kids step up and make some big shots, and
we missed some shots that we should hit. It’s
frustrating when you play so hard. We didn’t
necessarily play well, but we played really, really hard, and when you expend that energy
and come up just short like we did, it’s tough.”
EWU hits the road for three conference
games and returns to Reese Court on Feb. 5 for
a two-game homestand against Montana and
Montana State.

miss things a little bit
more when you have more
free time to think about it.”
According to Jois, the
unique basketball culture in
Australia prepared him for
collegiate competition in the
United States. The system
of basketball in Australia is
club-based, meaning teenagers are able to play in national
leagues with older players.
“Age is no limit, age is no
factor like it is over here with
school,” said Jois. “When
you’re playing with guys
who have already played in
college, 28-year-old [veterans], 30-year-old [veterans]
who really know the game a
hell of a lot better than you;
it forces you to play a little
bit smarter.”
Hayford said Jois has a
unique situation regarding
his basketball background
in Australia.
“I think there’s two neat
things about [Jois’] experience,” said Hayford. “The
first one is that maybe he isn’t
as burned out on the sport at
age 21 as maybe some people in America because it’s
not as intensive. Secondly,
when he was 16-17 years
old, he was playing with 28,
29-year-old men. So it gave
him a whole different kind of
learning experience.”

PRO BOWL:

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7
With a new and revised skills
competition, which would focus
heavily on fan interaction and creative challenges amongst players,
the competition would provide the
energy and enthusiasm that the Pro
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Hayley Hodgins takes the ball down the court.

Bowl has always been missing because of a lack of effort.
Who wouldn’t want to see Aaron
Rodgers throwing to Calvin Johnson
while being covered by Richard Sherman, or seeing J.J. Watt face off against
Rob Gronkowski in a football-styled
obstacle course? Instead, though, the
NFL thinks fans enjoy seeing players

going through the motions at halfspeed for a game that means nothing
to either side.
Damon Albrecht, a freshman at
EWU, said, “I think the Pro Bowl
ends up being a lackluster competition between the best players in the
NFL, and if it were a skills competition, the players would go 100 per-

cent with minimal risk of injury,
making for it a more competitive and
intense atmosphere.”
The NFL has many messes they
need to clean up, both on and off the
field. Axing the Pro Bowl and implementing a skills competition full of
energy and freshness would be a step
in the right direction.

Wed 1/21, Easterner

WASHINGTON ARMY NATIONAL GUARD
BUCK NIGHT & CHEERSTIX GIVEAWAY
SATURDAY 1/24 vs. TRI-CITY AMERICANS

For Tickets Call 509.535.PUCK
or 800.325.SEAT
www.SPOKANECHIEFS.com

Chiefs wear special military-themed Jerseys with silent auction.
$1 hotdogs, Coca-Cola, and popcorn plus the first 5,000 fans in
attendance receive a set of Cheerstix.
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Jois said he usually contacts friends and family back
home.
“It’s definitely tough [because of] the time change. I
usually go home about once
a year,” said Jois.
At Eastern, Jois has been
able to successfully balance
his schoolwork and athletics. He currently has a 3.51
GPA and is majoring in premedicine.
“It hasn’t been too tough
of a transition for schoolwork,” said Jois. “Basketball back home is kind of
less intensive, schoolwork
more so. It’s totally different over here.”
Hayford appreciates Jois’
work ethic and his assertiveness for knowledge.
“He spends tremendous
amounts of time studying
tape and meeting with the
coaching staff,” said Hayford.
“And his work ethic is one of
the highest on the team.”
For the rest of the season,
Jois is optimistic about how
far his team can go.
“Winning the Big Sky
[Conference] is huge; I
don’t think offense is going
to be the problem, I think
we’re elite when it comes
to that side of the game,”
said Jois. “We could be
making some noise in the
NCAA tournament; obviously, goal number one is
getting there.”

